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National Military Strategy of the United States of America - Shape, Respond, Prepare Now: A Military Strategy for a New Era, 1997


Proponent
The proponent for this document is the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.


Web Site Location
This document can be accessed from the Joint Chiefs of Staff link at http://www.dtic.dla.mil/jcs/nms.html.  


Definition
National Military Strategy (NMS) - The NMS furnishes the advice of the Chairman, in consultation with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the CINCs, to the President, the National Security Council, and the secretary of Defense as to the recommended NMS and fiscally constrained force structure required to attain the national security objectives. 


Synopsis
The NMS describes the strategic environment, develops national military objectives and the strategy to accomplish those objectives, and describes the military capabilities required to execute the strategy.  The national military objectives are to promote peace and stability and, when necessary, to defeat adversaries.  The NMS is based on the integrated strategic approach as described in the 1997 National Security Strategy and the Quadrennial Defense Review report.

The U.S. Armed Forces will advance national security by applying military power as directed to help shape the international environment and respond to the full spectrum of crises, while we also prepare now for an uncertain future.  Examples of each of these strategic elements include:  

· shaping the international environment through deterrence, peacetime engagement activities, and active participation and leadership in alliances,

· responding to crises ranging from transnational threats such as terrorism, drug trafficking, international organized crime, and environmental and security concerns; to small-scale contingencies such as humanitarian assistance, peacekeeping and relief; to major theater warfare, and 

· preparing now for an uncertain future by transforming our doctrine and organizations; and a stabilized investment program in modernization that exploits the revolutions in military affairs and business affairs.  

The strategic concepts, the key ideas that govern our use of military force and forces as we execute the strategy of shape, respond, prepare, are:

· Strategic agility:  timely, concentration, employment and sustainment of US military power;

· Overseas presence:  visible posture of US forces and infrastructure strategically positioned forward, in or near key regions;

· Power projection:  ability to rapidly and effectively deploys and sustain US forces in and from multiple, dispersed locations; and

· Decisive force:  commitment of sufficient military power to overwhelm all armed resistance in order to establish new military conditions and achieve political objectives.


What Does This Mean for Military Public Health?

· we must be able to respond to regional dangers, asymmetric challenges, transnational dangers and “wild cards” with the right preventive medicine mix;

· we must promote stability with shaping activities such as preventive medicine interventions/assistance to nation states;

· forces must be multi-mission capable and joint in focus; and

· we must be able to: conduct and sustain multiple, concurrent smaller-scale contingency preventive medicine operations; respond to the full spectrum of conflict from major combat to humanitarian assistance addressing preventive medicine needs; be involved in 2 overlapping major theatre wars providing force medical protection preventive medicine interventions.

The following are themes common to other planning documents on our list:

· preventive medicine is a comprehensive program to protect the health and environment of military personnel.  We have unique expertise at the USACHPPM in our matrixed teams of scientific and engineering disciplines.  The coordinated efforts of these experts with their DoD and U.S. Alliance counterparts will benefit our nation’s political and military strategies.

· to support the emerging directions for defense, we need to critically rethink, redesign, or eliminate those product and service processes that are inefficient.  We need to assess our preventive medicine organizational strengths and weaknesses to ensure preventive medicine and health promotion assets can perform their mission both today and in the future.

· we need to look at all our products and services to determine if their use results in promoting and maintaining a healthy and fit Force. We must create a common culture throughout the DoD that values health and fitness.  We will focus on value-added products and services that will increase our ability to help shape the international HP & PM environment of tomorrow.

· finally, we need to optimize the use of technology to obtain, evaluate, and disseminate preventive medicine information. Demonstrate the effectiveness of environmental health, occupational health and health promotion in minimizing risk and optimizing readiness, fitness, and health.
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