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FM 100-5, Operations, June 1993


Proponent

The proponent for this document is Headquarters, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command.


Web Site Location

This document is available for viewing and downloading from the Army Doctrine and Training Digital Library (ADTDL).  The ADTDL is the single repository of approved Army training and doctrine information.  The ADTDL web site is http://155.217.58.58.  Once you are at the ADTDL homepage submit a search for the Type equals Field Manuals and the School equals Any, and then from the list generated go to FM 100-5.


Definition

Doctrine - “fundamental principles by which the military forces or elements thereof guide their actions in support of national objectives.  It is authoritative but requires judgment in application.” (Joint Pub 1-02, Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms, 23 March 1994)


Synopsis

“The United States Army exists to support and defend the Constitution of the United States.  It does that by deterring war and if deterrence fails, by providing Army forces capable of achieving decisive victory as part of a joint team on the battlefield - anywhere in the world and under virtually any conditions.” (FM 100-5, Operations, 14 June 1993)

FM 100-5 is the Army’s primary warfighting doctrine.  It provides the basis for all other Army doctrine, organization, training, materiel, leader development, and soldier concerns.  It applies to all Army components - active, reserve, and civilians.  The manual links the Army’s roles and missions to the National Military Strategy.  It focuses on three primary areas:

· force projection - the ability for the Army to respond quickly and decisively,

· joint operations - performing United States operations with the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marines, and

· combined operations - performing operations outside the United States in conjunction with allies.

Combat power - the ability to fight - has four primary elements - maneuver, firepower, protection, and leadership.  Preventive medicine is a component of the force protection element of combat power.  Force protection keeps soldiers healthy and maintains their fighting morale.  

There is currently a 1998 edition of FM 100-5 being staffed. The central theme of the manual is operational and educational rather than tactical and instructional. The doctrine that it establishes is more closely linked with strategy and operational art than operational art and tactics. Both the doctrine and the supporting examples are focused on operations in Land Component Commander to Division sized units. Its intended audience ranges from command and staff school students to the Army's senior leaders and their civilian counterparts. The revised final draft's purpose, structure, focus, and intended audience represent a significant departure from that of its predecessors. The scope and scale of global change since the end of the Cold War drives the requirement for this departure. The need is further reinforced by the necessity to adapt to continuing advances in technology and the requirement to respond to the needs of the nation in shaping the global environment. It is anticipated that the 1998 edition of FM 100-5 will be published during the 1st quarter FY99


What Does This Mean for Military Public Health?

· if we understand how the Army and other services will operate to support the National Military Strategy, then we can determine preventive medicine roles and missions;

· preventive medicine strengthens the warfighting capability by countering the health threat.  To perform the preventive medicine mission we need to identify the health threat, develop and apply countermeasures, and perform continuous surveillance;

· preventive medicine strategy is incorporated within the Joint Health Service Support Vision 2010 contained in the joint document entitled “Focused Logistics, Joint Vision 2010, A Joint Logistics Roadmap, 1 August 1997”. This joint strategy will drive the development of Joint and Army health service doctrine; and

· the doctrine will result in the development of new force structure and provisioning requirements, which can employ the preventive medicine strategy.
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