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Army Vision 2010, 13 November 1996


Proponent

The proponent for this document is the U.S. Army Chief of Staff.


Web Site Location

A synopsis of this document is at http://www.army.mil/mission_vision.htm.  Additionally the full document can be downloaded from this site.


Definition

Army Chief of Staff’s direction - “Army Vision 2010 captures the essence of the need for balance between dominant maneuver and precision strike and helps set our azimuth for the 21stt century.”

Synopsis

The Army Vision 2010 (AV 2010) is the blueprint for the Army’s contributions to the operational concepts identified in Joint Vision 2010.  It is a definitive and conceptual description of where the Army is going and how the Army will conduct prompt and sustained operations on land through the full spectrum of crisis to support our nation’s Joint Warfighting Team.  It identifies the operational imperatives and enabling technologies needed for the Army to fulfill its role in achieving full spectrum dominance.  The AV 2010 sets the conditions for the Army to achieve dominant maneuver -- one of the four main principles identified in JV 2010.  In addition, AV 2010 demonstrates how the Army will support the remaining three concepts of JV 2010: Full Dimensional Protection, Focused Logistics, and Precision Engagement.

The changing geostrategic environment highlights the following:

· The significance of land power as the force of decision will continue to rise for several reasons.  First, most future operations will occur on the lower and middle portions of the spectrum of military contingencies, ranging from disaster relief to global war.  Second, land forces are strategic enablers of the National Military Strategy through a combination of overseas presence and power projection.  Third, land forces are important to U.S. international credibility.  Recent examples are the participation in UN and NATO operations such as Bosnia.  Fourth, land forces are most suitable for supporting the military’s contribution to peacetime engagement and interaction with foreign military forces.  

· There are implications of the forecasted geostrategic environment.  We must have a military capable of deterring or defeating an emerging competitor.  A regional focus is required for rapid response to crises where the Nation’s vital interests are most at risk.  The frequency of demands for land forces will increase with increased peacetime engagement activities such as multilateral military exercises, humanitarian relief, peacekeeping, etc.  Two primary axes are foreseen: a regional focus for the traditional role of the Army and a balanced force mix to ensure full-spectrum capability.  Each of these axes will require leveraging technology to ensure swift victory with minimal casualties across the contingency spectrum.

An Army with a core set of capabilities infused with the agility and flexibility to adapt to domestic or international demands as they arise.  The Army will need to continuously leverage technology to ensure that the force has the advantage to deter conflict or to win.  The Army will need the ability to leverage the capabilities of allies and coalition partners.  Army leaders must be intelligent, dedicated soldiers who are able to adapt quickly to missions at hand.  The Reserve component will become more essential in rapid responses and must be staffed, trained and equipped as equal partners with the active force.  Recruiting and retaining quality soldiers will become more critical.

The Army’s support to the concepts in JV 2010 are:

· Dominant Maneuver.  

· Strategic Maneuver - Equates to the Army’s force projection abilities.  Includes pre-positioned equipment.  Concepts include rapid tailoring; pre-positioned equipment; rapidly deployable directly to combat part of Joint/Combined/Interagency force. 

· Operational Maneuver - Equates to decisive operations.  Concepts include mass effects, not forces; simultaneous, brief, violent attacks in multiple directions; attack, disengage, reorganize, reattack. 

· Precision Engagement - the Army will need a system of systems that enables joint forces to locate the objective or target; provide responsive command and control; generate the desired effect; assess the level of success; and retain the flexibility to re-engage with precision when required.  Shaping the battlefield sets the conditions for success and directly links to decisive operations.  

· Full Dimensional Protection - the Army will evolve concepts and technologies that can be easily coordinated and synchronized with all components of the joint force to achieve a multi-layered, seamless architecture of protection from the full array of enemy weaponry and electronic systems in both strategic and operational environments. 

· Focused Logistics - This will be the fusion of information, logistics, and transportation technologies to provide rapid crisis response, to track and shift assets enroute, and to deliver tailored logistics packages and sustainment directly at the strategic, operational, and tactical level of operation.

Army Vision 2010 adds another key concept, that of information superiority.  This is the superior capability to collect, process, and disseminate an uninterrupted flow of information while exploiting or denying an adversary’s ability to do the same.

A key goal is full spectrum dominance.  To achieve full spectrum dominance Army elements will execute their responsibilities through six deliberate sets of patterns of operation.  These patterns are: Project the Force, Protect the Force, Sustain the Force, Shape the Battlespace, Decisive Operations, Gain Information Dominance.  These operational patterns serve to focus Army tasks in following both axes of regional focus and balanced force mix to achieve full spectrum dominance.


What Does This Mean for Military Public Health?

The emphasis on the five operational concepts argues for less forward casualty care.  A reduced casualty care structure means there will be fewer instances of patients returning to duty.  Preventive medicine will play an increasingly important role because of its ability to dramatically reduce disease and non-battle injuries.  We need to:

· envision the future challenges in order to focus today’s resources.

The following are themes common to other planning documents on our list:

· integrate comprehensive, population-based functional and surveillance medical information systems such as:  DMSS, DOHRS, DVIS, DEESS, HHA, MIDI, etc.; and

· optimize the use of technology to obtain, evaluate, and disseminate this integrated health information to commanders, policy makers and individuals who can act to influence health and prevent diseases and injuries in a near real time mode.
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