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CO, MEDICAL DIRECTORS, INTERN DIRECTORS, GME COODINATOR AND CLINICAL

DEPARTMENT HEADS

MSGID/GENADMIN/MED-23//

SUBJ/LASER EYE SURGERY PRK IN NEW ACCESSIONS TO NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

/AVIATION CLINICAL STUDY ANNOUCEMENT CLARIFICATION//

REF/A/GENADMIN/BUMED WASHINGTON DC/121600ZAPR2000//

REF/B/DOC/BUMEDNOTE 6410/YMD:19991014//

REF/C/GENADMIN/BUMED WASHINGTON DC/222038ZSEP2000//

NARR/REF A IS THE REFRACTIVE SURGERY POLICY FOR THE NEW AND MARINE

CORPS.  REF B IS THE MANUAL OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT ARTICLE 15-65.

REF C IS LASER EYE SURGERY PRK IN NEW ACCESSIONS TO NAVY AND MARINE

CORPS ANNOUNCEMENT OF AVIATION CLINICAL STUDY.//

POC/ANNA STALCUP/LCDR/MED-23/LOC:PENSACOLA FL/TEL:850-452-2257

/TEL:EXT 1052//

POC/KEN UYESUGI/LCDR/MED-23/LOC:PENSACOLA FL/TEL:850-452-2257

/TEL:EXT 1018//

RMKS/1.  REF C IS HEREBY CANCELLED. THIS MESSAGE CLARIFIES AND

CORRECTS ERRORS IN REF C. BUMED ANNOUNCES THE START OF A STUDY TO

EVALUATE FLIGHT PERFORMANCE OF STUDENT NAVAL AVIATORS (SNA) AND

STUDENT NAVAL FLIGHT OFFICERS (SNFO) WHO HAVE UNDERGONE A TYPE OF

LASER VISION CORRECTION CALLED PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY (PRK).

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, BUMED WILL CONSIDER RECOMMENDING WAIVERS FOR

AVIATION CANDIDATES WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY UNDERGONE PRK. PRK SURGERY

WILL NOT BE OFFERED AS PART OF THE STUDY. WAIVERS WILL NOT BE

CONSIDERED FOR CANDIDATES WHO HAVE HAD ANY TYPE OF EYE SURGERY OTHER

THAN PRK.

2. STUDY ENROLLMENT CRITERIA FOR SNA AND SNFO CANDIDATES ARE:

INCLUSION CRITERIA: (APPLIES TO BOTH SNA AND SNFO CANDIDATES UNLESS

OTHERWISE SPECIFIED)

A. MALE OR FEMALE, OF ANY RACE, AND AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD

AT THE TIME OF THE EXAMINATION.

B. APPLYING FOR AVIATION TRAINING, EITHER AS A STUDENT

NAVAL AVIATOR SNA OR STUDENT NAVAL FLIGHT OFFICER SNFO.

C. UNDERWENT PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY PRK AT LEAST 3

MONTHS PRIOR TO ENROLLMENT.

D. PREOPERATIVE REFRACTIVE ERROR IN EACH EYE LESS THAN OR

EQUAL TO PLUS OR MINUS 5.50 TOTAL DIOPTERS IN ANY MERIDIAN

WITH LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO PLUS OR MINUS 3.00 DIOPTERS OF

CYLINDER AND ANISOMETROPIA LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.50 DIOPTERS.

E. DEMONSTRATED REFRACTIVE STABILITY, CONFIRMED BY

CLINICAL RECORDS.  NEITHER THE SPHERICAL NOR THE CYLINDRICAL

PORTION OF THE REFRACTION MAY HAVE CHANGED MORE THAN 0.50D

DURING TWO OF THE MOST RECENT POSTOPERATIVE EXAMINATIONS

SEPARATED BY AT LEAST ONE MONTH.

F. BEST SPECTACLE CORRECTED DISTANCE AND NEAR VISUAL ACUITY OF

AT LEAST 20/20 IN EACH EYE.

G. NORMAL COLOR VISION. FOR FALANT, 9/9 CORRECT TO PASS.  IF

FAILED ONE OR MORE, MUST REPEAT 2 SERIES OF 9 AND MEMBER MUST

HAVE 16/18 CORRECT TO PASS.  FOR PIP, 12/14 CORRECT TO PASS.

H. ABLE TO PROVIDE DETAILED CLINICAL RECORDS OF THE PREOPERATIVE

REFRACTIVE ERROR, OPERATIVE REPORT INCLUDING TYPE OF PROCEDURE,

AND AT LEAST TWO POSTOPERATIVE EYE EXAMINATIONS SEPARATED BY AT

LEAST ONE MONTH INCLUDING VISUAL ACUITY AND REFRACTION THAT

DEMONSTRATE REQUIRED REFRACTIVE STABILITY.

I. MEET ALL OTHER AVIATION APPLICANT ENTRANCE CRITERIA AS

DELINEATED IN REF B.

J. (SNA ONLY) CURRENT REFRACTIVE ERROR IN EACH EYE LESS THAN OR

EQUAL TO PLUS 3.00 OR MINUS 1.00 DIOPTERS SPHERE IN ANY MERIDIAN,

LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 0.75 DIOPTER TOTAL CYLINDER, AND

ANISOMETROPIA LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.50 DIOPTERS.

K. (SNA ONLY) VISUAL ACUITY AT LEAST 20/30 EACH EYE.

L. (SNA ONLY) HETEROPHORIA OF LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 10 PRISM

DIOPTERS ESOPHORIA, 6 PRISM DIOPTERS OF EXOPHORIA OR 1.5 PRISM

DIOPTERS OF HYPERPHORIA.

M. (SNA ONLY) NORMAL STEREOPSIS. FOR VERHOEFF, 8/8 CORRECT TO PASS.

IF FAILED ONE OR MORE, MUST REPEAT 2 SERIES OF 8 AND MEMBER MUST

THAT 16/16 CORRECT TO PASS. FOR AFVT, A-D CORRECT TO PASS.

N. (SNA ONLY) NEAR POINT OF CONVERGENCE NPC OR PC OF 100 MM OR

LESS.

O. (SNFO ONLY) CURRENT REFRACTIVE ERROR IN EACH EYE LESS THAN OR

EQUAL TO PLUS OR MINUS 5.50 TOTAL DIOPTERS IN ANY MERIDIAN WITH LESS

THAN OR EQUAL TO PLUS OR MINUS 3.00 DIOPTERS OF CYLINDER AND

ANISOMETROPIA LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.50 DIOPTERS.

P. (SNFO ONLY) NO OBVIOUS HETEROTROPIA OR SYMPTOMATIC HETEROPHORIA

(NOHOSH).

EXCLUSION CRITERIA: (APPLIES TO BOTH SNA AND SNFO CANDIDATES)

A. ANY TYPE OF REFRACTIVE SURGERY OTHER THAN PRK.  THIS

INCLUDES LASER IN-SITU KERATOMILEUSIS LASIK.

B. CURRENT USE OF TOPICAL OPHTHALMIC STEROID DROPS.

C. VISUAL SYMPTOMS RELATED TO THE PROCEDURE.

3. AN INDIVIDUAL INTERESTED MUST SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR AVIATION

TRAINING THROUGH THE USUAL ESTABLISHED APPLICATION PROCESS FOR THE

CANDIDATES ACCESSION SOURCE, AND INCLUDE A WAIVER REQUEST FOR

"HISTORY OF PHOTOREFRACTIVE KERATECTOMY PRK."  WAIVER REQUEST MUST

INCLUDE CLEAR AND COMPLETE DOCUMENTATION OF THE ABOVE ENROLLMENT

CRITERIA.

A. CIVILIAN ACCESSION:

POTENTIAL SNA SNFO CANDIDATE CIVILIAN APPLICANTS WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY

UNDERGONE PRK WILL WORK WITH THEIR RECRUITER IN THE USUAL FASHION

TO DETERMINE AERONAUTICAL ACCEPTABILITY AND TO ASCERTAIN

ELIGIBILITY STATUS FOR THE STUDY.  ALL OF THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK

REGARDING PRK PREOPERATIVE REFRACTION, OPERATIVE REPORT,

POSTOPERATIVE FOLLOW-UP WILL BE ASSEMBLED.  IF SELECTED FOR

FURTHER PROCESSING, THEY WILL BRING THIS PACKAGE WITH THEM TO NAVAL

AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE (NAMI) FOR THEIR SCREENING MEDICAL

EXAMINATION.  INVESTIGATORS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF

OPHTHALMOLOGY/OPTOMETRY, NAMI WILL DETERMINE IF THEY MEET

ACCESSION STUDY PARAMETERS, ASCERTAIN THAT THEY ARE OTHERWISE

MEDICALLY QUALIFIED FOR THEIR APPLICATION PROGRAM, AND OFFER

ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY.

B. NROTC ACCESSIONS:

SNA/SNFO CANDIDATE NROTC APPLICANTS WILL OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM THEIR

COMMANDING OFFICER TO UNDERGO PRK AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE AT A

CIVILIAN INSTITUTION.  THE NROTC UNIT WILL DETERMINE AERONAUTICAL

ACCEPTABILITY AND ASCERTAIN ELIGIBILITY STATUS FOR THE STUDY.  ALL

OF THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK REGARDING PRK PREOPERATIVE REFRACTION,

OPERATIVE REPORT, POSTOPERATIVE FOLLOW-UP WILL BE ASSEMBLED.  IF

SELECTED FOR FURTHER PROCESSING, THEY WILL BRING THIS PACKAGE WITH

THEM TO NAMI FOR THEIR SCREENING MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

INVESTIGATORS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGY/OPTOMETRY, NAMI.

WILL DETERMINE IF THEY MEET ACCESSION STUDY PARAMETERS,

ASCERTAIN THAT THEY ARE OTHERWISE MEDICALLY QUALIFIED FOR THEIR

APPLICATION PROGRAM, AND OFFER ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY.

C. USNA ACCESSIONS:

SNA/SNFO CANDIDATE MIDSHIPMEN WILL OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM THE

COMMANDANT TO UNDERGO PRK EITHER I, AT A NAVY MEDICAL CENTER OR 2,

AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE AT A CIVILIAN INSTITUTION.  THE ACADEMY WILL

DETERMINE AERONAUTICAL ACCEPTABILITY AND ASCERTAIN ELIGIBILITY

STATUS FOR THE PRK ACCESSION STUDY DURING THE PRE-AVIATION

SCREENING PROCESS. ALL OF THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK REGARDING PRK

PREOPERATIVE REFRACTION, OPERATIVE REPORT, POSTOPERATIVE FOLLOW-UP

WILL BE ASSEMBLED. STUDY INVESTIGATORS, WILL DETERMINE IF THEY

MEET ACCESSION STUDY PARAMETERS, ASCERTAIN THAT THEY ARE

OTHERWISE MEDICALLY QUALIFIED FOR THEIR APPLICATION PROGRAM, AND

OFFER ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY.

D. ACTIVE DUTY ACCESSIONS:

SNA/SNFO CANDIDATE ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL WILL OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM

THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER TO UNDERGO PRK VIA ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES.

THEY WILL APPLY FOR AVIATION TRAINING AND OR REDESIGNATION IN

ACCORDANCE WITH NAVY REGULATIONS.  ALL OF THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK

REGARDING PRK PREOPERATIVE REFRACTION, OPERATIVE REPORT,

POSTOPERATIVE FOLLOW-UP WILL BE ASSEMBLED.  STUDY INVESTIGATORS

WILL DETERMINE IF THEY MEET ACCESSION STUDY PARAMETERS,

ASCERTAIN THAT THEY ARE OTHERWISE MEDICALLY QUALIFIED FOR THEIR

APPLICATION PROGRAM, AND OFFER ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY.

4. MEETING ALL ENROLLMENT CRITERIA DOES NOT GUARANTEE

ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY, NOR ACCEPTANCE INTO NAVAL AVIATION

TRAINING. ENROLLMENT INTO THE STUDY AND ACCEPTANCE INTO AVIATION

TRAINING DOES NOT GUARANTEE COMPLETION OF TRAINING NOR

DESIGNATION AS A NAVAL AVIATOR OR NAVAL FLIGHT OFFICER.//
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