CIGARETTES, CIGARS CAN CAUSE SERIOUS DAMAGE TO CHILDREN’S EYES

     Here’s a warning smokers might not know about.  Smoking products, such as cigarettes or cigars, can cause serious damage to children’s eyes, according to (Your Organization).  These products rank as the second leading cause of injury to children under five years of age and affect more than 3,000 youngsters annually.

     Eye injuries associated with cigarettes or other smoking products occur because of children’s natural curiosity.  Youngsters often grab ashtrays placed above their eye level.  In many instances, the smoking materials in these ashtrays are still burning.

     According to Prevent Blindness America, most accidents that occur among young children are associated with common products found in the home, such as clothes hangers, toys, and cleaning solutions.

     “The home can be a mine field for many young children,”  says (Your Name).  “Potential hazards can lurk where people least expect them.  That’s why it’s so important for parents to child proof their house.”

     Eye injuries for children age five and older have also been linked with school supplies, outdoor activities, and guns.  “Older children tend to be more active and more ‘inventive’,” notes (Your Name).  “They find many more uses for pens and pencils than writing.”

     According to Prevent Blindness America, more than 83,000 eye injuries strike children each year.  Approximately 90 percent could be prevented through safety practices and use of proper eye protection.

     (Your Organization) recommends that parents child proof their home by going through each area of the house at youngster’s eye level.  “They’ll find the danger zones more easily this way,” notes (Your Name).  Older kids can be taught and encouraged to follow simple eye safety rules.  Safety rules that children help create have a greater chance of being followed.

     “Eye safety begins with the grownups,” says (Your Name).  “Parents, teachers, and other adults need to teach our young that when it comes to their eyesight, they need to play it safe.”

     During the September observance of Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month, Prevent Blindness America is distributing a FREE eye safety checklist that people can use at home.  People can obtain the eye safety checklist by calling Prevent Blindness America at 1-800-331-2020.

