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SUBJECT:  Status of Current USACHPPM Efforts and Support for Operation Joint Guardian (OJG)/Kosovo

1. PURPOSE.   To provide pertinent information on environmental surveillance planning in an effort to collect comprehensive environmental information for use during planning of OJG/Kosovo operations.

2. REFERENCES

a. DOD Directive 6490.2, -Medical Surveillance, 30 Aug 97.

b. DOD Instruction 6490.3, Implementation and Application of Joint Medical Surveillance for Deployments, 7 Aug 97.

3. BACKGROUND.  

a. Whether engaged in armed conflict, or deployed in support of peacekeeping operations, commanders throughout the Department of Defense (DOD) are concerned about any activity that could threaten their troops.  One threat, which has caused increasing concern, especially since the Gulf War, are the risks posed to US Forces by environmental hazards.  The DOD has recognized these concerns and started to take a proactive approach to protect the soldiers supporting contingency operations.   This concern was reflected in issuance of DOD Directive 6490.2 - Medical Surveillance and the accompanying DOD Instruction 6490.3- Implementation and Application of Joint Medical Surveillance for Deployments (reference 2a, 2b).  In addition, a number of environmental health surveillance surveys have been conducted to determine potential threats from industrial sources in Albania, Macedonia, and Kosovo.

b. The DOD-D and DOD-I require the military services and combatant commanders to identify the populations at risk during deployments, determine potentially hazardous exposures such as environmental contaminants and the appropriate protective measures, and conduct an overall assessment of troop health.  The DOD-D and DOD-I also include actions required before, during, and after major deployments.  Some actions, such as determination of baseline rates of illness and injury, are required on a continuous basis. 

c. Environmental health surveillance during Operations Allied Force Joint Guardian began in April ‘99 in support of U.S. personnel deployed in Albania, Macedonia, and Kosovo.  Several environmental baseline, industrial hygiene, radiation, and entomological surveys in addition to special consultations have been coordinated with the U.S.Army preventive medicine (PVNTMED) personnel assigned to Task Force Med Falcon and KFOR Main Headquarters.  Basecamps Bondsteel and Monteith were established in June ’99 in Kosovo to be used as staging points for the bulk of U.S. forces stationed in the Multi National Brigade-East.  Camp Able Sentry, located near the Skopje Airport, Macedonia, serves as a point of entry for supplies and personnel into Kosovo.  There are a number of locations within Kosovo, other than the base camps, at which U.S. soldiers maintain a presence which have not been assessed for environmental threats.  Currently there are approximately 7,000 U.S. forces supporting the Kosovo Forces (KFOR) mission.

4. PROGRAM EFFORTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

a. Depleted Uranium (DU) Characterization Surveys (March ’00 and August ’00).  A team from CHPPM-EUR is supporting Task Force MED Falcon and KFOR PVNTMED officers with the characterization of sites strafed by the A-10 GAU-8 during Operation Allied Force.  Information provided to the CHPPM from the U.S. Air Force Europe has been used to identify a prioritized list of targets which the team used to sample sites in MNB-East during March ’00.  Another site visit is planned to characterize additional sites in Kosovo during 1st quarter ‘01.

b.  Environmental, Occupational, and Radiological, Health Surveillance (March ’99 – June ’00).  The CHPPM-EUR Depart of Environmental Health Sciences and CHPPM Deployment Environmental Surveillance Program (DESP) has been  supporting the PVNTMED personnel during Operation Allied Forec and Joint Guardian at basecamps Bondsteel, Monteith, and Able Sentry with assessing potential risk from environmental, occupational, and radiation hazards.  The CHPPM-EUR has been supporting the analysis of samples sent from the PVNTMED personnel and providing interpretation of the analytical results.  Environmental surveillance has also been conducted in June ’00 at the KFOR Rear Headquarters, KFOR Main Headquarters, the KFOR Blace Border Crossing, and MNB-North in Mitrovica to determine risk from surrounding industrial operations.  The CHPPM-DESP is archiving the results from these surveys in a database which is used to assess the risk to deployed personnel using soldier exposure criteria. 

c.  Investigation of GI disease Outbreak at Camp Monteith (NOV’99).  The Department of Medical Sciences investigated a gastrointestinal disease outbreak at Camp Montieth, Kosovo.  A combined response from Preventive Medicine (PVNTMED) assets at TF MED Falcon and USACHPPM-EUR to a reported dysentery outbreak resulted in recommendations of increased sanitation and training of food preparation workers.  A team of military personnel deployed to Camp Montieth, Kosovo in November.  The investigation was launched because of reports of bloody diarrhea with an attack rate of 15%.
d. Entomological Assessment (Oct ’99).  The USACHPPM-EUR Entomological Science Division deployed a military officer to Kosovo and completed the initial entomological assessment of Camps Bondsteel, Montieth, Kosovo, and Camp Able Sentry, Macedonia, 14-24 October 1999.  The assessment was conducted in cooperation with TF MED Falcon PVNTMED personnel.  This assessment included review of the pest management program and pest management plan, review of individual soldier protective measures used against arthropods, comprehensive rodent/Hantavirus surveys and recommendations to reduce the risk of arthropod and rodent-borne diseases.

e. Kosovo Industrial Hazards Assessment (July ’99).  The USACHPPM-DESP obtained information from the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (AFMIC) regarding the location and type of industrial facilities and associated hazards in the Kosovo Province, Serbia.  This classified data was used to assess potential health threats in relation of known U.S. base camps and possible U.S. release points.  A report on these hazards and recommended avoidance zones was provided to the operational planners at USAREUR.

f. Environmental Noise Assessment at Tiranas Airport (June ’99).  The USACHPPM, in conjunction with support from PVNTMED personnel at Task Force Hawk, performed an environmental noise assessment at the Tiranas Airport in Albania.  Noise contour modeling was performed and included in an environmental noise assessment report.  This information was used to construct sound barriers to limit the U.S. troops to environmental noise exposure.

5. PLANNED EFFORTS.

a. Environmental surveillance in Kosovo will continue as long as there are U.S. forces in the region.  Sampling will be conducted by the CHPPM in support of the PVNTMED personnel at Task Force MED Falcon until these assets are able to assume this mission.  Assessment of the environmental health risk will continue to be reported to the PVNTMED personnel assigned to Task Force MED Falcon.

b. The CHPPM will continue to support the analysis and interpretation of results collected by the PVNTMED personnel for environmental surveillance.

c. The CHPPM-DESP is working on establishing a troop tracking database for Kosovo.  The CHPPM-DESP is working with the 1st PERSCOM to gain access to the personnel tracking system, CPAS, which combined with daily situation reports will complete an important piece in assessing potential exposure to deployed personnel.
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