Maintenance Procedures for
AMEREX Stored Pressure, Hand Portable
Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers

At least once every 30 days, conduct a quick check of the extinguisher for the following:

· Located in designated its place.

· No obstructions to access or visibility.

· Operating instructions on the nameplate and facing outward.

· Seals and tamper indicators not broken or missing.

· Determine fullness by weighting or lifting.

· Examine for physical damage, corrosion, leakage, or clogged nozzle.

· Pressure gauge reading in the operable area.

· Document inspections with the date of the inspection and the initials of the person performing the inspection.

At least annually:

· Clean the extinguisher to remove dirt, grease or foreign material. Avoid using solvents around the pressure gauge since they could seriously damage the plastic gauge face.

· Make sure that the nameplate and U/L manifest are securely fastened and legible.

· Check for corrosion, abrasion, dents, or weld damage. If any of these conditions are found or if in doubt, hydrostatically test the cylinder.

· Check for damaged, missing or substitute parts and replace as needed.

· Weigh the extinguisher and compare the weight with the weight printed in the "Maintenance" section on the nameplate. Recharge the extinguisher if the weight is not within the indicated allowable tolerances.

· Check the date of manufacture on the extinguisher label. Cylinders must be hydrostatically tested every 12 years to the test pressure indicated on the nameplate.

· Check the pressure gauge:

1. If it is bent, damaged or the improper gauge, depressurize and replace it.

2. If the pressure is low, check for leaks.

3. If the extinguisher is over pressurized, depressurize it and follow recharge instructions.
AMEREX Model 871 gauge tester may be used to check the integrity of a gauge indicating proper operating pressure. 

· Check ring pin for freedom of movement. Replace it if bent or if removal appears difficult.

· Inspect the discharge lever for any dirt or corrosion, which might impair freedom of movement.

· Inspect the carrying handle for proper installation, if lever, handle or rivets are damaged, replace with proper parts.

· Remove nozzle or hose and horn assembly:

1. Visually inspect inside valve body. Chemical in the valve body may indicate that the extinguisher has been partially discharged and should therefore be recharged.

2. Inspect nozzle or the hose and horn assembly for damage and replace as necessary.

3. Blow air through the nozzle or hose and horn to ensure passage is clear of foreign material.

· Inspect the valve assembly for corrosion or damage to the hose thread connection and replace the valve assembly or component parts as necessary following proper depressurization and recharge procedures. If valve removal is necessary, complete all steps in the recharge procedure.

· Install nozzle or hose and horn assembly.

· Install a new tamper seal if broken and record service data on the extinguisher inspection tag.

Every 6 years complete maintenance tear down procedures:

· Discharge the chemical and pressure into a "closed" dry chemical recovery system. Make sure that the extinguisher is completely empty and depressurized.

· Clean the extinguisher to remove dirt, grease or foreign material. Avoid using solvents around the pressure gauge since they could seriously damage the plastic gauge face.

· Check for damaged, missing or substitute parts and replace as needed.

· Check the date of manufacture on the extinguisher label. Cylinders must be hydrostatically tested every 12 years to the test pressure indicated on the nameplate.

· Check the pressure gauge. If it is bent, damaged or the improper gauge, depressurize and replace it.

· Check the ring pin for freedom of movement. Replace it if bent or if removal appears difficult.

· Inspect the discharge lever for any dirt or corrosion, which might impair freedom of movement. 

· Inspect the carrying handle for proper installation. If the lever, handle or rivets are damaged, replace them with the proper parts.

· Remove the nozzle or hose and horn assembly and visually inspect the threads on the nozzle or hose coupling, horn and hose for damage and replace as necessary.

· Blow air through the nozzle or hose and horn to ensure passage is clear of foreign material.

· Inspect the valve assembly for corrosion or damage to hose thread connection and replace valve assembly or component parts as necessary.

· Disassemble the valve assembly by removing down time, spring and valve stem assembly and remove collar o-ring from the valve.

· Recharge the extinguisher by following the manufacturer's instructions and NFPA 10, section 4-5.


References: 
Installation, Operation, Maintenance and Recharge Manual No. 05602 for AMEREX Stored Pressure, Hand Portable, Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers and NFPA 10, section 4-4.1.4 
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