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Sample Safety SOP For Training With

Portable Fire Control Lasers

Note: this SOP should be tailored for individual applications and unit requirements.

WARNING

Laser rangefinders and designators can cause irreparable blindness if used improperly.  Exposure of the eye to either the direct beam or a beam reflected from a flat mirror-like surface can cause an injury at a great distance.  The following control measures will prevent hazardous exposure when training operators with portable fire control lasers in one-sided exercise:


A.  Laser operators shall periodically read and always follow this safety SOP.


B.  Never point the laser at any unprotected personnel or flat mirror-like surfaces such as glass.


C.  Operate only on laser-approved ranges established in accordance with AR 385-63.


D.  The laser will not be operated or experimented with outside the range area unless it is specifically authorized.  The laser exit port will be covered by an opaque dust cover and the laser disabled by removal of the battery when the laser is located outside the range area.


E.  Positively identify the target and buffer areas prior to laser operations.


F.  Laser eye protection is not required for laser operators even when viewing the target area with binoculars.  However, operators should never wander into the laser target area without appropriate laser eye protection.  Such eye protection shall have curved lenses.


G.  No special precautions are necessary for firing during rain, fog or snow fall.  Certain ranges may be closed for operation if water begins ponding either on the ground or on snow.


H.  Report immediately to your supervisor any suspected injury or defective equipment (such as misalignment of the laser beam with the pointing telescope) so that appropriate action may be taken.

