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Sample Safety SOP for 

Photocoagulators

Note: this SOP should be tailored for individual applications and unit requirements.
1.  Photocoagulators may be operated only by assigned physicians, following a presentation of the mechanics of treatment and operation of the equipment.  Resident physicians will be instructed and observed by staff physicians.  Staff physicians will be monitored by the Service Chief.

2.  Warning labels will be attached to each photocoagulator and a warning sign posted outside.

3.  Only medical personnel are permitted to observe photocoagulation procedures.  Nonmedical personnel (family, escorts, etc.) are to be instructed to wait in the patient waiting area until completion of the procedure unless suitable eye protection is provided to these individuals.

4.  All persons observing the treatment procedure will be instructed not to look directly at the photocoagulating light source or the high intensity reflections from the contact lens and other surfaces.

5.  Operators will become familiar with operating instructions accompanying each instrument.  Instruments may not be left ON while the operator is not in attendance.  Disable switches are to be operated to avoid inadvertent photocoagulation.  Key-lock switches are to be left in the OFF position.

