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- History

  -- Public Law 92-426, September 21, 1972, implementation of AFHPSP

  -- See current AFI 41-110, 1 June 1994, Applying for Medical School and Medical Programs

  -- Program originally terminated in 1985 with last class graduating in 1987

      --- Air Staff/SG termination of AFHPSP for optometry due to absence of recruiting problems

  -- Program reactivated in FY 91 starting with 13 available scholarships and increasing to 22 by FY 94

  -- Program again terminated FY 97, requirements eliminated by Air Staff/SG due to rightsizing

  -- Program reactivated in FY 99 

      --- Approximately 10 new AFHPSP sponsored annually

           ---- Scholarships are for either the final two years of school (5) or the final year (5) 

           ---- Twelve students graduating CY 2003

           ---- Nine students graduating CY 2004

           ---- Five graduating CY 2005

- Program description 

  -- Scholarships are awarded to third and fourth year optometry students

  -- There is a three year active duty  service commitment for one or two year scholarships

- Eligibility criteria

  -- US citizen with good moral character and physically qualified for an Air Force commission

  -- Accepted or currently enrolled in a School of Optometry accredited from the Council on Optometric 

     Education of the American Optometric Association

  -- No contractual obligations to serve a state or other party upon graduation

  -- Completed the Optometry Admission Test (OAT) with a minimum score of 325

- Selection procedures

  -- Whole person concept

      --- Undergraduate degree, grade point average, OAT, work experience, letter of references (3 

           required), career potential based on a 250 word essay, and previous military background

- Benefits

  -- Payment of tuition, required educational fees, reimbursement for approved books, small equipment   

      items, supplies, required for course of study

  -- $1,185 per month stipend for ten and one-half months each year when the student is not on active duty.  

      Stipend adjusted annually 1 July and subject to state and federal taxes.

  -- 45 day active duty tour for each year of training (conducted between 1 November and 31 December; can 

     not perform school externships/internships during these tours).  Orients scholarship member to the Air 

     Force  Medical Service.  Member commissioned second lieutenants in the USAF Reserve and receive 

     full pay and allowance during each 45 day tour.  After graduation the student will go to COT.

- For information concerning program status

  -- ATTN:  Kim Fresco, Maj, USAF, MSC

      Chief, Health Professional Scholarship Program

      Phone:  1-800-543-3490 ext. 3032

      Web site: http://ci.afit.edu/cimj/default.asp
      E-mail address:  Kimberly.Frisco@afit.edu
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