                                   FIREWORKS SAFETY

     The Fourth of July is one of our nation’s most festive holidays.  But it is also one of our most dangerous holidays.  (Your Organization) is helping PREVENT BLINDNESS AMERICA tell everyone about the hazards fireworks pose to both sight and life.

     According to PREVENT BLINDNESS AMERICA, nearly 13,000 people are blinded, maimed, or killed annually from fireworks.  More than half of those injured are children.  Fireworks cause injury to more than the user; approximately 40 percent of the injuries impact bystanders.

     The three types of fireworks that keep hospital emergency rooms busy during this holiday period are bottle rockets, firecrackers, and sparklers.  “Bottle rockets and firecrackers are miniature explosives,” notes (Your name and title).  “They can fly and blow up in any direction.  Sparklers burn at temperatures exceeding 1800 degrees Fahrenheit, hot enough to melt gold.  Giving these devices to children could mean sentencing them to time in hospital emergency rooms.”  

     Holiday celebrations shouldn’t begin or end in a hospital emergency room.  One of the reasons that fireworks injuries continue to occur is because people just don’t know how dangerous these devices can be.  “Often they don’t realize- until they are injured- that the risk of blindness or loss of life outweighs the excitement of watching fireworks explode,” says (Your name).

     The safest way to enjoy fireworks is to view public displays handled by trained professionals.  Don’t make your family and friends remember the Fourth of July for the wrong reasons.  Fireworks injuries are easy to prevent. DON’T PLAY WITH FIREWORKS!  DON’T LIGHT THE FUSE!

     For more information on Fireworks Safety, call PREVENT BLINDNESS AMERICA at 1-800-331-2020.
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