The Sealant Initiative.
Promote Awareness and Benefits of Sealants;  Seal At-Risk Teeth

Sealants are NOT just for children anymore.
[image: image1.wmf]Research in Coast Guard Academy cadets convincingly demonstrated that sealants can offer substantial protective benefits for adults.  Indeed, results from this study led experts to revise sealant placement guidelines.  Now, sealants are recommended for at-risk teeth regardless of age.  Furthermore, findings from the 1994-95 Tri-Service Comprehensive Oral Health Survey show that 51% of all restorative dental treatment needs in military personnel are one-surface restorations.  Of these one-surface restorations, 89% in recruits and 80% in active duty personnel involve posterior tooth surfaces.  The proportion of these surfaces that have virgin, incipient decay is unknown.  However, if this proportion is large, many of these lesions could be arrested with sealants and future operative treatment workload substantially reduced. 


Points to Emphasize Orally to Patients:

· Sealants prevent tooth decay

· Sealants are plastic coatings applied to teeth to seal out decay

· A dental drill  or "shot" are not required to place a sealant

· Once placed, sealants should be checked at least annually

· Sealants are appropriate for all ages
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