Korea Overview

Introduction.  The U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine, Deployment Environmental Surveillance Program, is currently working to develop environmental surveillance programs for both North Korea and South Korea.  The environmental surveillance programs will compile, analyze, and summarize environmental exposure surveillance data generated from historical, existing, and planned surveillance efforts.  In addition, a major goal of each program will be to reduce Disease and Non-Battle Injuries, with particular emphasis on during and post-deployment population health risk assessments.

As these programs are developed, the efforts will allow commanders and preventive medicine personnel of U.S. Forces in Korea to focus intervention towards areas of high threat probability from exposure to environmental contaminants encountered during contingency operations.  The analysis capability will also extend to post-deployment population health risk assessments or be used to predict potential health risks of a planned deployment as part of the overall force health protection planning.

North Korea Program Tasks

Historical environmental and health surveillance data from medical intelligence sources and past personnel tour reports has been complied for North Korea.  A COLISEUM request for this information was submitted in FY00.  The North Korea maneuver box (area of operation) was received from III Corps within the last few months.  Finally, the above environmental information is being integrated into a geographic information system and tailored to meet deployment or threat surveillance planning purposes to support force health protection strategy.

The environmental and health surveillance data is being summarized by geographic location and will be provided in an initial Industrial Hazards Assessment Report.  The report will identify location specific health hazards associated with the abundant amount of industrial operations in this country.  In addition, the report will highlight three- or five-kilometer buffer zones, which are impact areas that surround the specific industrial facilities and also assist with strategic planning and movement operations.  The Initial Hazard Assessment Report will be available in 1 September 2000.

Supplementary types of information gained through this effort will be used to complement or verify data received from all sources.  For example, medical outcome data obtained will be assessed for appropriate database linkages with the environmental surveillance data.  Other supporting data may identify foreign troop location and movement data sources; assessment of baseline, routine, and operational environmental sampling measures; and additional data reporting methods.

South Korea Program Tasks

The program for operations in South Korea is still in the development phase.  As a first step, the process involved obtaining the maneuver box and geographic locations of the garrison facilities.  A COLISEUM request, from medical intelligence sources, for historical environmental and health surveillance data was submitted in the 4th Quarter of FY00.
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