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1. The meeting of the JESWG was held 13-14 August 2002, at the US Army 5th Annual Force Health protection Conference held at the Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Maryland.  A list of meeting attendees is provided at Attachment 1.  The objectives of the meeting were to: 

a. review the CJTF 180 campaign plan initiative; 

b. review ongoing member actions; and 

c. discuss FY 03 agenda.

2. Meeting overview and opening remarks.  Mr. Resta, the JESWG chair, welcomed attendees to the meeting and provided an overview of meeting objectives.  He explained that meeting minutes and all slide presentations would be posted on the USACHPPM Web page at http://chppm-www.apgea.army.mil/desp/pages/jeswg.htm.

3. JESWG Charter and OEHS Vision Paper.  Mr. Resta informed the group that the Joint Preventive Medicine Policy Group (JPMPG) had renewed the JESWG Charter.  The JPMPG endorsed the JESWG Occupational and Environmental Surveillance (OEHS) Vision white paper to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Health Protection and Readiness) (DASD [FHP&R]).  Mr. Shaughnessy, Deployment Health Support Directorate (DHSD) said that the DASD(FHP&R) was looking at the white paper near term initiatives while preparing the business plan for DoD Force Health Protection and Readiness.
4. Campaign Plan Initiative.  Mr. Kirkpatrick, CHPPM presented an overview of the OEHS Campaign Plan initiative with USCENTCOM.  The USCENTCOM Deputy Combatant Commander requested that CHPPM take the lead to develop a campaign plan, focusing on the Combined Joint Task Force (CJTF) 180 Joint Operations Area (JOA).  The plan was to address pre-, during, and post deployment phases.  In addition, the plan should ensure compliance with the JCS Directive on Deployment Health Surveillance.  There was much discussion regarding the plan and its merits.  Many of the attendees looked at this plan as precedent setting for other Combatant commands.  Mr. Kirkpatrick explained that the plan could indeed serve as a model; however, that is not the current focus.  He said there was general concurrence with the plan; however, there were several issues regarding the data reporting/analysis process and the use of biomarkers.  He indicated they were revising the plan and incorporating comments and addressing issues from USCENTCOM, CJTF 180, and Service Component reviewers.  Mr. Resta also emphasized the plan has merit because it pulls together existing OEHS policy requirements in one document.  He said CHPPM would send the plan to USCENTCOM for their final coordination staffing with staff and Service components in September 2002.  CAPT Schor, Headquarters Marine Corps, said the plan has ramifications beyond the medical community and needs broader staff coordination.  Mr. Resta requested that attendees inform their higher headquarters to make them aware of this important effort and to request official involvement.

5.  DoD Ergonomics Working Group Initiative.  COL Lopez, CHPPM, and Chair of the Department of Defense (DoD) Working Group briefly discussed an initiative on military injury metrics.  DoD would like to have an Alcoa-like injury database as quickly as possible.  This database would contain deployed and non-deployed injury data.  Her tasking as head of an injury metrics integrated product team (IPT) is to obtain the injury data and to develop relevant military metrics regarding injuries.  She also wanted to know if the JESWG should have a representative on the Injury Metrics IPT.  Follow-on discussion addressed keeping metrics few in number and simple (e.g., lost time).  Mr. Resta said that it would not be appropriate for the JESWG to be part of the IPT.  An additional recommendation was that COL Lopez should approach the JPMPG to be part of the Injury Metrics IPT, as they are the more appropriate group for involvement.

6.  Deployment Environmental Surveillance System Database Update.  Mr. Hutchens, CHPPM, presented a briefing on and a demonstration of the CHPPM Deployment Environmental Surveillance System database.  CHPPM personnel developed this Microsoft® Access database initially to maintain environmental surveillance data for Operation Joint Endeavor.  The database is integrated with CHPPM’s Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS).  The database is modular in design allowing for integrating future requirements.  Current use is as a Deployment Environmental Surveillance Project management tool for collecting data in a standard format, validating field data, and evaluating the data against OEHS guidelines.  Future plans include migrating the database to a structured query language (SQL) server platform, performing Web/geographic information system (GIS) based data processing and retrieving, using the database as a foundation for other data sources, and integrating the database with other operational risk management (ORM) tools such as Technical Guides 230 and 248.  Mr. Resta said they are working with their Air Force Deployment Environmental Surveillance System counterparts.  The Work Group discussed the potential need for a subgroup to address pros and cons of data platforms for OEHS data.

7. Defense Occupational and Environmental Health Readiness System (DOEHRS) Update.  MAJ Steve Spellman, DOEHRS Project Officer presented an update of the DOEHRS.  He explained DOEHRS is a DoD web-based Force Health Protection (FHP)/Medical Surveillance platform.  The DOEHRS incorporates an evolutionary spiral development process (two spirals per block modifications) that allows changes to OEHS requirements to meet existing and evolving FHP requirements/objectives.  He said that some OEHS requirements are in Block 1; however, most of the requirements are in Block 2.  The timeline presented indicated the next opportunities to relook OEHS requirements would occur at spirals in August 2003, December 2003, March 2004, and July 2004.

8. Joint Force Health Protection Web site.  Col Lynch discussed a talking paper he developed outlining the concept for the creation of a Joint FHP Website.  This website would be a “one stop shop” for tailored FHP information.  Apparently, the paper generated interest and a website is currently being developed.  Mr. Shaughnessy said that a FHP website is being developed as a secure website.  He asked the Work Group whether the JESWG should support this website.  Discussions addressed the fact that there were separate web sites that presented different disease risks for the same geographical area.  Separate web sites could create problems, and a primary source for FHP data could minimize conflicting guidance.  Mr. Resta said that developing common preventive medicine countermeasures is within the JPMPG charter.  Mr. Shaughnessy suggested that a subgroup initiate dialog on site content management and guide site development direction.

9. Water Quality Analysis/TB Med 577 Working Group.  Dr Burrows, USACHPPM, discussed work regarding a report that developed a current drinking water health threat list.  The report used a collection of data sources in presenting a strategy for compiling and prioritizing risks.  The report is “Not for Distribution.”  CHPPM is currently preparing a summary report based on this report.  MAJ Bosetti emphasized that this type information is need for capability development.  CPT Timmes, Chair, Joint Medical Water Group discussed the resurrection of TB Med 577, Sanitary Control and Surveillance of Field Water Supplies.  The document was in final draft in May 1999; however, resource constraints and mission priorities delayed the finalization and approval of the document.  The Air Force and Navy have incorporated the May 1999 draft document by reference.  He indicated that CHPPM is currently revising the document to incorporate the latest in FHP and ORM policy and guidance.  The document is scheduled for Service staffing during the first part of FY03.  

10. FHP Materiel Acquisition Issues and JESWG Charter.  Mr. Resta asked the JESWG to think about how to handle FHP materiel acquisition issues.  He also asked the group review the JESWG Charter; think about what the JESWG should be doing next fiscal year, and recommend necessary revisions.  This agenda item ended the first day of the meeting. 
11. JESWG Value.  Mr. Resta led a discussion regarding the value of the JESWG.  The consensus of the group was that the JESWG is the forum for pulling OEHS issues together for discussion and for providing direction.  In addition, during review of the JESWG Charter, the JPMPG said the work of the JESWG is essential to the success of FHP.

12. OEHS RDTE Update.  Dr. Knechtges, US Army Center for Environmental Health Research (USACEHR), introduced COL Berte, the new USACEHR Commander.  He then presented an update of ongoing research in support of the FHP OEH Threat Policy.  He indicated Army Logistics Command (ALC) (formerly the Army Materiel Command) did not submit an action plan to address the policy.  DoD currently provides minimal funding for the Science and Technology Objectives (STOs) dealing with Rapid Analysis of Food and Water (STO IV.ME.1999.01), and Innovative Strategies to Assess Health Risks (STO IV.ME.2000.05).  He also said that research on chemical hazard assessment models for military populations, biomarker research, and improved health assessment methods are unfinanced requirements (UFRs).  The rest of his presentation focused on biomarkers and their promise for use in occupational health, risk assessment, site assessment, and epidemiology.  He suggested that the validation of biomarkers is difficult; however, DoD could probably do this more easily than other organizations.  He explained that the top biomarker alternatives for water quality testing are ribonucleic acid (RNA) and selective culturing.  He indicated that fluoroscopy may have value, but USACEHR had to drop further research.  In addition, adenosine triphosphate (ATP) luminescence is not specific for coliforms.  Dr. Knechtges emphasized that to perform necessary research they need to have mission need statements that address field deficiencies in those areas of research.

13. ITF 40 - Industrial Chemicals - Operational & Medical Concerns Initiative/Technical Guide 230 Chemical Exposure Guidance/TB Med 577 Water Standards Updates.  Ms. Hauschild informed the group that the ITF 40 report, “Industrial Chemical Hazards: Medical and Operational Concerns,” should be available January 2003.  The Chemical List provides compound, CAS number, primary hazard, hazard severity parameter and score, hazard severity (catastrophic, critical, marginal, negligible), probability parameter and score, probability (frequent, likely, occasional, seldom, unlikely), and the ITF 40 risk (extreme, high, moderate, low).  The work improves on previous ITF 25 work and makes data usable to a broader range of users.  She also indicated the next version of Technical Guide 230; Chemical Exposure Guidelines for Deployed Military Personnel would be developed in January 2003.  The National Research Council (NRC) will review TG 230 focusing on the basis for guidance values, use of the ORM approach, and mixture and multi-pathway issues.  The NRC should complete their review during 2004.  Ms. Hauschild led a discussion on the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) memorandum, MCM 0026-02, 29 April 2002, Chemical Warfare Agent Exposure Planning Guidance.  The memo requires identification of exposed/possibly-exposed personnel, assessment of exposures and documentation of all monitoring results.  Mr. Resta emphasized that negative results would not get into medical records unless a physician sees the person as a patient.  It was suggested the JESWG develop a memo addressing OEHS gaps regarding chemical warfare agents.

14. Use of Biomarkers in Bosnia.  MAJ May, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS), provided an update on the OEHS biomarker study she is performing for her doctoral dissertation.  This ongoing study involves performance of baseline, deployment, and post-deployment specimen analyses for personnel in a deploying unit for a suite of target chemicals.  She indicated pre-deployment and deployment phases of the sampling study were completed.  Some lessons learned include: 

· nerve agent and sulfur mustard urine test is not ready for deployment, 

· limited blood and urine sampling appears to be the best way to go, 

· blood and urine biomarkers were well received by this study group, and 

· strong risk communication and line involvement appear to be keys to using biomarkers.  

Post deployment sampling is scheduled for 21 August 2002 and 10 September 2002.  Discussions included the logistics of using biomarkers, biomarker use criteria, and the existing validated biomarkers.  In addition, Maj Smith, AFIERA, reiterated the Air Force non-concurs with biomarker use at this time.

15. Discussion of Action Items.  Mr. Resta led a discussion of ongoing and future JESWG action items.  He indicated he would perform a JESWG membership validation due to large personnel turnover.  In addition, he suggested that DHSD be considered for executive membership on the JESWG.  He wanted the members to think about the direction this workgroup should go.  Some of the items discussed are action items that are holdovers from the previous meeting.  The Action items are listed in more detail at Attachment 2.  Action items discussed included:

a. Action plan (Action 1)

b. Medical capabilities document (Action 2)

c. IM/IT development  (Action 3)

d. Field Water Subgroup (Action 4)

e. Battlelab advice and assistance (Action 5)

f. RDTE community (Action 6)

g. Chemical agent exposure policy (Action 7)

h. Protocol for Environmental Baseline Surveys (Action 8)

i. Joint Tri-Service Instruction (Action 9)

j. Data Repository (Action 10)

k. OEHS Metrics (Action 11)

l. JESWG membership validation (Action 12)

m. JESWG Charter renewal (Action 13)

16. Meeting Wrap-up and Adjournment.  Mr. Resta discussed future meeting frequency and whether to hold them in collaboration with other conferences.  The group consensus was that, at a minimum, the JESWG should continue to hold meetings in conjunction with the Army and Navy conferences.  Mr. Resta requested volunteers for holding other quarterly meetings.  COL Berte volunteered to hold the next JESWG meeting at Fort Detrick, Frederick Maryland.
The next JESWG meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 2002 at the US Army Center for Health Research, Fort Detrick, Frederick, Maryland.  The meeting adjourned 12:20 hours, 14 August 2002.
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Attachment 1

JESWG Meeting Attendees, 13-14 August 2002

	Name
	Organization
	Phone Number
	E-mail

	John Resta
	USACHPPM
	410-436-5244
	mailto:John.resta@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Dr. Art Lee
	USACHPPM (DESP)
	410-436-8171
	mailto:arthur.lee@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Veronique Hauschild
	USACHPPM
	410-436-5213
	mailto:veronique.hauschild@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Maj Brian D. Smith
	AFIERA
	210-536-6165
	mailto:brian.smith@brooks.af.mil

	Brad E. Hutchens
	USACHPPM
	410-436-8162
	mailto:brad.hutchens@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Gary M. Bratt
	LMI
	410-638-2082
	mailto:gbratt@lmi.org

	Jeffrey S. Kirkpatrick
	USACHPPM
	410-436-8155
	mailto:jeffrey.kirkpatrick@apg.amedd.army.mil

	William Shaughnessy
	OSD/DHSD
	703-578-8435
	mailto:wshaughn@gwillness.osd.mil

	COL Robert Landry
	ARCENT
	404-464-4698
	mailto:robert.landry@arcent.army.mil

	COL Larry Lynch
	PACOM
	808-477-7854
	mailto:lclynch0@hq.pacom.mil

	MAJ Lisa May
	USUHS/OSD
	703-604-1628; 301-295-9678
	mailto:lisa.may@osd.mil
mailto:lmay@usuhs.mil

	Marilyn K. Null 
	USACHPPM
	410-436-7715
	mailto:marilyn.null@apg.amedd.army.mil

	COL Randy Perry
	FORSCOM DCSPIM
	404-464-6813
	mailto:randy.perry@forscom.army.mil
perryr@mail3.newnanutilities.org

	MAJ Steve P. Spellman
	MHS CITPO DOEHRS
	703-681-7140 X4703
	mailto:steve.spellman@tma.osd.mil

	MAJ Mark Ireland
	AFMIC
	301-619-3865
	mailto:mireland@afmic.detrick.army.mil

	LTC Carl Stokes
	AMEDD C&S DCD
	210-295-0308
	mailto:carlheinz.stokes@amedd.army.mil

	CPT Tom Timmes
	USACHPPM - Field Water
	410-436-3919
	mailto:thomas.timmes@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Steven Chervak
	USACHPPM/DoD EWG
	410-436-3928
	mailto:steven.chervak@apg.amedd.army.mil

	COL Mary Lopez
	USACHPPM/DoD EWG
	410-436-3928
	mailto:mary.lopez@apg.amedd.army.mil

	Bill van der Schalie
	USACEHR
	301-619-7570
	mailto:william.vanderschalie@amedd.army.mil

	Tom Gargan
	Geo-Centers-USACEHR
	301-619-2338
	mailto:thomas.gargan@amedd.army.mil

	MAJ Phillip Murray
	AFMIC
	301-619-3874
	mailto:philmurray@afmic.detrick.army.mil

	CAPT Garry Rudolph
	BUMED
	202-762-3496
	mailto:wgrudolph@us.med.navy.mil

	CAPT Ken Schor
	HQMC/HS
	703-614-4478
	mailto:schorkw@hqmc.usmc.mil

	MAJ Timothy G. Bosetti
	AMEDD C&S DCDD
	210-221-0490, DSN 471-0490
	mailto:timothy.bosetti@cen.amedd.army.mil

	COL Dan Sulka
	OSD HA DHSD
	703-575-2661
	mailto:daniel.sulka@deploymenthealth.osd.mil

	Dick Burrows
	USACHPPM
	410-436-3919
	mailto:william.burrows@apg.amedd.army.mil

	MAJ Scott Wright
	DAO-Australia
	011-61-2-6266-3889
	mailto:scott.wright@cbr.defence.gov.au

	Paul Knechtges
	USACEHR
	301-619-2332
	mailto:paul.knechtges@amedd.army.mil

	Shawn Dolan
	DOEHRS
	888-872-3836
	mailto:shawn.dolan@trw.com

	LT (N) Chris Knowlton
	NDHQ-Canada
	613-996-2253
	mailto:knowlton.cc@forces.ca

	COL Stephen Berte
	USACEHR
	301-619-7297
	mailto:stephen.berte@us.army.mil

	LCDR Ian Fleming
	NDHQ-Canada DCOJ FHP
	613-945-6724
	mailto:fleming.im@forces.ca


Attachment 2

JESWG Action Items

· Action 1, Action Plan

· JESWG review the OEHS action plan at task level to validate tasks and volunteer as lead person for specific tasks they would like to champion.

· Action person – JESWG members/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 2, Medical Capabilities Document

· JESWG develop a medical capabilities document.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD. 

· Action 3, IM/IT Development

· JESWG continue development of IM/IT through the occupational health IPT.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 4, Field Water Subgroup

· JESWG relook field water subgroup charter and deliverables.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 5, Battlelab advice and assistance

· JESWG development an information paper on Battlelab advice and assistance issue and how JESWG might influence the Battlelab.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 6, RDTE community

· JESWG influence the provision of ongoing input and feedback to the RDTE community.

· Action person – JESWG members.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 7, Chemical agent exposure policy

· JESWG prepare a white paper on chemical agent exposure policy issues.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 8, Protocol for Environmental Baseline Surveys

· JESWG continue following development of a standardized protocol for Environmental Baseline Surveys.  American Society of Testing Materials is developing a draft standard with completion expected by the end of 2002.

· Action person – JESWG Chair.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 9, Joint Tri-Service Instruction

· JESWG continue following development of the Joint Tri-Service Instruction.  This document would provide the procedures on how to do OEHS.  JPMPG is currently working this document.

· Action person – JESWG Chair.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 10, Data Repository

· JESWG add a task on developing a data repository for OEHS.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 11, OEHS Metrics

· JESWG Add a task for developing OEHS metrics.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 12, JESWG membership validation

· Validate JESWG membership.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.

· Action 13, JESWG Charter renewal

· Renew JESWG Charter.

· Action person – JESWG Chair/LMI.

· Suspense – TBD.
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